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tion.   that  the  English  cruisers  might  have  no  knowledge of  what was   going on.    He afterwards arranged with Gan-tlieaume the  course he wished to take.    No details escaped' liis attention.
Bonaparte concealed his preparations with much care, but still some vague rumors crept abroad. General Dugua, the commandant of Cairo, whom he had just left for the purpose of embarking-, wrote to him on the 18th of August to the following effect :
1 have this moment heard that it is reported at the Institute you are about to return to France, taking with you Monge, Berthollet, Berthier, Joannes, and Murat. This news has spread like lightning through the city, and I should not be at all surprised if it produce an unfavorable effect, -which, however, I hope you will obviate.
Bonaparte embarked five days after the receipt of Dugua's letter., and, as may be supposed, without replying to it.
On the 18th of August he wrote to the divan of Cairo as follows:
I set out to-morrow for Menouf, whence I intend to make various excursions in the Delta, in order that I may myself witness the acts of oppression which are committed there, and acquire some knowledge of the people.
He told tlie army bnt half the truth :
The news from Europe (said he) has determined me to proceed to France. I leave the command of the army to General Kleber. The army shall hear from me forthwith. At present I can say no more. It costs me much pain to quit troops to whom I am so strongly attached. But my absence will be but temporary, and the general I leave in command has the confidence of the Government as well as mine.
I have now shown the true cause of General Bonaparte's departure for Europe. This circumstance, in itself perfectly natural, has been the subject of the most ridiculous conjectures to those who always wish to assign extraordinary causes for simple events. There is no truth whatever in the assertion of his having planned his departure before the battle of Afooukir. Such an idea never crossed his mind. He had no thought whatever of his departure for Prance when he made been for the arrival of General Bonaparte with his forces, who was very angry when he saw that the fort and redoubt had been taken; but he did not blame Marmont for retreating to Alexandria with the forces at his disposal.
